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E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: MILL NATO, NO 

SUBJ: NYT ARTICLE ON US NAVY'S WARTIME ROLE 

1. NORWAY'S LEADING DAILY "APTENPOSTEN" CARRIED AN ARTICLE 
MARCH 16 ENTITLED "CARTER'S NAVY SECRETARY SAYS NORWAY CAN 
BE ABANDONED " WHICH WAS 

ESENTIALLY A REPRINT OF THE MARCH 15 NYT STORY DEALING WITH 
NAVY SECRETARY CLAYTON'S MEMORANDA TO SECDEP BROWN. THE POINT 
EMPHASIZED IN THE PIECE WAS THE USG'S ALLEGED CONTEMPLATION OP 
LIMITING THE NAVY'S WARTIME ROLE TO THE POINT THAT THE SOVIET 
UNION WOULD BEGIN QUOTE GAIN CONTROL OP THE NORWEGIAN SEA AND THE 
MEDITERRANEAN. END QUOTE. A SUPPLY ROUTE NAVY, THE STORY 
CONTINUES, COULD NOT PUNISH THE RUSSIANS AND PREVENT THE LOSS 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 OSLO 01295 161543Z 

OP NORWAY OR ICELAND. 

2. THE IMPLICATIONS OP SUCH A SHIPT IN US STRATEGY POR 
NORWEGIAN DEPENSE WHICH IS PREDICATED ON MASSIVE ALT .TED 
REINFORCEMENTS ARE CLEAR AND POTENTIALLY DAMNING. MOD 
UNDERSECRETARY JOHAN JORGEN HOLST UNDERSCORED THIS TO THE 
AMBASSADOR DURING AMARCH 16 MEETING AND SAID THAT THE MOST IMMEDIATE 
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IMPACT OF THE STORY MIGHT BE ON THE SACLANT POL STORAGE 
FACILITY AT NAMSOS. THE NORWEGIAN PARLIAMENT WILL BE 
CONSIDERING THE PROJECT SOON AND QUESTIONS OE ITS CONTINUING 
UTILITY GIVEN A POSSIBLE NEW SACLANT MISSION AS DESCRIBED 
IN THE NYT ARTICLE, WILL UNDOUBTEDLY ARISE. HOLST ASKED 
IF WE COULD QUERY WASHINGTON EOR A CLARIFICATION. 

3. THE AMBASSADOR WILL BE SEEING MINISTER OE DEFENSE 
HANSEN AT 10 A.M. MARCH 20. THIS OCCASION WOULD PROVIDE 

AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THE QUESTIONS CONCERNING 
THE US NAVY'S WARTIME ROLE RAISED IN THE NYT ARTICLE. 
FURTHERMORE, WE EXPECT THE "AFTENPOSTEN" STORY WILL STIMULATE 
CONSIDERABLE MEDIA INTEREST AND PRESS INQUIRIES FOR WHICH 
PRESS GUIDANCE WOULD BE USEFUL. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: GUIDANCE BY COB MARCH 20. 

LERNER 
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